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Goodmorning.

Sometimes,whenyou’re involved in a Congressionalinvestigation,you comeacross
thingsyou don’t expect. You startinvestigatingonesubject,you stumbleonto somethingelse
that’simportant.

In 1996,duringour investigationoftheWhiteHouseTravel Office firings, Filegatewas
uncovered-- wediscoveredthattheWhite HousehadorderedFBI files on hundredsof
Republicans.Sowe lookedinto it.

In 1999,whenweimmunizedJohnnyChung,we discoveredthatanofficial at theU.S.
Embassyin Beijing was sellingvisas. Sowelookedinto it.

This is ahealthyprocess.Problemsareexposedto thelight ofday, theygettheattention
theydeserve,andhopefully,theygetfixed.

Today,wehavea similarsituation. Wewereinvestigatingillegal flindraising activitiesin
Florida. TheyinvolvedtheCastrofamily ofVenezuelaandalawyernamedCharlesIntriago. In
theprocess,weuncoveredanothermatterthatdeservedourattention.

This is averyunusualstory:

• It startswith anobscuredisputebetweentwo Buddhistgroupsin Japan.
• Thestorythenshifts to Miami, wherean influential friend oftheAttorneyGeneralis

hired.
• Thenwehaveprivateinvestigatorsgettingconfidentialcriminalrecordsfrom Justice

Departmentsources.
• Thenwehavea furiouslobbyingcampaignaimedattheAttorneyGeneral’soffice.
• And attheendofthestory, wehavetheAssociateAttorneyGeneraloverturningdecades

ofJusticeDepartmentprecedentto revealwhethertheJusticeDepartmentknewif a
Japanesecitizenwasarrestedin Seattlein 1963.

Lawswerebroken.
Favorsweredone.
Policieswereignored.
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Now, political favorsarenothingnew. It happensin Congress.It happensattheWhite
House. It’s an unfortunatefactoflife in this town. But if there’soneplacewherepolitical
favorsshouldn’thappen,it’s attheJusticeDepartment.And if there’sonething that shouldn’t
be handedout to political friends,it’s criminal recordsof otherpeople.That’swhy this story is
important.

We’ve interviewedanumberofpeople. We’ve revieweda lot ofdocuments.I’m going
to briefly summarizethestoryasI understandit.

Therearetwo Buddhistorganizationsin Japan.Theyhada falling out. Theleaderofone
groupwasaccusedof soliciting aprostitutein Seattlein 1963. Hefiled a defamationlawsuit. It’s
now abitter, bitter feudwith alot ofmoneyat stake.

Onekey to thiswholecasewaswhetheranydocumentationcouldbe foundthatthisman,
NobuoAbe,solicitedaprostituteover30 yearsago. OnesidehiredanAmericanlawyer. Not
justany lawyer-- afriend oftheAttorneyGeneral-- RebekahPoston-- from theAttorney
General’sold law firm in Miami.

Ms. Postonhiredtwo privateinvestigators.Theirjobwas to getsomeonein theJustice
Departmentto look up this informationin theNationalCriminalInformationCenter(NCIC)
databaseandleak it to them. Accordingto theirmemos,whichwe’vereviewed,theywere
successful.Accordingto theirownmemos,theygot sourcesattheFBI to give themthe
information.Oneof the investigators,RichardLucas,sentMs. Postonamemothat saidthe
following:

“A sourcewascontactedandprovidedthefollowing information:... Thesourcerelayed
thatunderthedataprovidedtherewasa referenceto ‘Solicitation ofProstitution,Seattle
PoliceDepartment,March1963.’

Ms. Postonthensenta letterto herclient thatsaidthis:

RMRG(theprivateinvestigators)reportedto uson November17, 1994, thata source
within theU.S.governmentin Washington,D.C. wascontactedandthesourceconfirmed
thatthereis a recordfor NobuoAbe.’

Theproblemis that’s againstthelaw.

SoMs. Postondecidedshe’dtry to getthe informationlegally soshecoulduseit in
court. Shefiled aFreedomofInformationAct request.Shewasdenied. It’s againstthe
Department’spolicy to give outcriminalinformationfrom thedatabase-- orto evenconfirmor
denywhethertheserecordsexist. Sheappealed.It wasdenied.
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At this point,shedecidedto takemattersright to theAttorneyGeneral’soffice.
According to herbilling records,shecontactedhigh-levelJusticeDepartmentofficials 22 times
in thefirst halfof 1 995. Most ofthosecontactswerewith theAttorneyGeneral’schiefofstaff,
JohnHogan. As a result,shegot a meetingwith AssociateAttorneyGeneralJohnSchmidt.

Mr. Schmidtwasadvisedthat thereis a long-standingpolicy not to confirmordenythe
existenceofany informationin theNationalCriminal InformationCenter(NCIC) database.Mr.
Schmidtoverrodethat policy andorderedhis staffto givethe informationto Ms. Poston.

Interestinglyenough,it appearsthat by this time, theinformationhadbeendeletedfrom
thedatabase.That issueremainsamysteryto this day.

In my view, therearethreeproblemshere:

1. Thethird-highestofficial attheJusticeDepartmentmadeadecisionto disregardan important
policy -- onethatprotectstheconfidentialityof law-enforcementrecords-- forno better
reasonthanthat awell-connectedlawyerwantedit.

2. JusticeDepartmentemployeeswereleakingcriminalrecords-- not once,not twice, but three
times -- In violation ofthe law.

3. TheFBI wasinformedofthis fact,andtheyrefusedto investigate.Oneofthetwo private
investigators-- RichardLucas-- wentto theFBI andofferedthemall ofthe information--

informationthatwasincriminatingto himself. I havecopiesofthreelettersfrom theFBI
refusingto evenlook into it. For somereason,Mr. Lucaswasn’teveninterviewed.

I will saythis aboutMr. Lucas. I don’t condonewhat hedid. I think hemadesome
mistakes.But at leasthecameforwardandadmittedwhathe did. Hehascooperatedwith this
committee,andit isn’t everydaythatwegetthatkind ofcooperation.

Now, onemight look atthisandsay,‘what’s thebig deal?’ On thesurface,this may
seemlike afairly insignificantevent. After all, thisCommitteehaspublishedJusticeDepartment
documentson its website. Well, thereasonfor thatis thatthisCommitteehasoversight
responsibilities.Wehaveanobligationto overseetheexecutivebranchon behalfofthe
Americanpeople. If webelievethat lawsaren’tbeingfaithfully executed,it’s ourjob to look
into it. And whenwefind wrong-doing,it’s ourjob to inform theAmericanpeople.

That’snotwhat RebekahPostonwasdoing. Shewaspaidto dig updirt onaforeign
national.

Evenwith all ofourresponsibilities,gettinginformationout oftheJusticeDepartmentis
like pulling teeth. I wish I hadadollarfor everytime aJusticeDepartmentofficial toldmethey
couldn’t confirmordenysomething. I’ve satthroughbriefingswhereit seemslike that’sall they
said-- becauseofthesamepolicy.
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Here’swhy this is important:TheJusticeDepartmentis theguardianof sensitivecriminal
records. Thoserecordsarein thedatabaseto assistlaw enforcementagenciesall overthe
country. It’s for law-enforcementpurposesandlaw-enforcementpurposesonly. It’s not there
for influential lawyerswho havecontactsandwantto dig up dirt on peoplefor lawsuits.

The public hasa right to expecttheDepartmentto protectsensitivelaw enforcement
information. But whenJusticeDepartmentemployeesgive out informationto private
investigatorsfor nefariouspurposes,that trustis eroded. Whenseniorofficials setasidelong-
standingpoliciesfor theprivilegedfew, that trust is eroded.

TheJusticeDepartmentis oneof themostpowerfulinstitutionsin thiscountry. They
havethepowerto prosecutepeopleandput them in jail. Theycanforcepeopleto runup
hundredsofthousandsor millions ofdollarsin legal bills. Theonethingthat theJustice
Departmentmusthave,beyondall others,is thepublic’strust. TheactionsoftheDepartment
mustbeabovereproach.

Sowhile this maynot seemlike themostsignificanteventin theworld, its ramifications
arereal. In this instance,thetargetwasa religiousleaderfrom Japan.Thenext time, it couldbe
anyoneofus.

Ms. Postonis heretoday. Shehasmet with Committeestaff Shehasansweredsome
questions.Shehasrefusedto answermanyothers. We’vebeeninformedthat shemayexercise
herFifth Amendmentright not to testify today. I hopethat won’t be thecase. Wehave
questionswewantto ask,andI hopewecangetsomeanswers.

Thetwo privateinvestigatorsemployedby Ms. Postonarealsohere-- Mr. Manueland
Mr. Lucas. Theywill testify alongwith Ms. Poston.

On thesecondpanel,wehaveMr. Schmidt,Mr. Hogan,andtheDirectorofthe
Department’sOfficeofInformation,Mr. Huff. Mr. Huff interruptedafamily vacationto behere
today,whichI’m surehe didn’t wantto do,butweareappreciative.

We look forwardto receivingtestimonyfrom all of you.

I nowyield to Mr. Waxmanfor his openingstatement.
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